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FUNDRAISING
UPDATE
By:
Teodora Schipper Speer: Chair: Fundraising Committee
and Lani Mears
Year 2020 is indeed very challenging for all of us. We missed all of our members and friends. We look forward to seeing
everybody at the Philippine Center soon. With the Pandemic the FAAP was not able to participate in the many fundraising
activities that we normally do. However, the FAAP realized most of our Fundraising goals despite all our challenges. The FAAP
has renovated the building and parking lot, and we submitted the complete construction plan of the Commercial Certified Kitchen
to the Health Department for approval.. We are also waiting for the plan for the Filipiniana Room to be added to the Mercedes and Enrique
Stage at the Philippine Center. Thanks to Tom Smith for helping us maintain the Philippine Center for the last three years and to all our
volunteers and donors for helping us raise the cash to pay our insurance, utility bills and taxes. We could have not done it without your
continuing support and donation. We need at least $20,000 per year to cover these expenses so kindly consider donating $5.00 , $10.00
or more per month to help the FAAP pay the bills.

So far, we are proud to report a summary of the donations as ff:
Individual Donation:
$8,841.00
Grants from organization c/o Lani Mears
$10,612.00
FAAP Fall Classic Race—c/o Irna & Mark Knapp
$4,668.00
Frozen Food- c/o Tom, Joji , Fanny, Evelyn & Nancy $700.00 plus and counting.
Please remember we have the Renovation of the Commercial Kitchen, Signage for the outside of the Philippine Center, the Stage and
utilities to pay every year. We need your donation and volunteers to keep the Philippine Center up and running. We want to inform you we
are working very hard to get other funding sources. The FAAP has the chance to get a matching fund up to $25,000 for the stage from the
Education, Arts and Equity Fund provided we do our part of raising the matching grant. We would like to thank our FAAP Secretary Freddie
Gabriel for his pledge to donate $10,000 to the Renovation of the Kitchen and Stage. Given the many programs of the FAAP plus the
responsibility of renovating and maintaining the Philippine Center, donations from members and applying for grants is very important for the
survival of our organization. Maraming salamat po at Mabuhay!
Thanks to all our donors during the Tuesday of Giving, Facebook December 1,2020, we raised $7, 145.00. (If we omit your name, it is not
intentional.)

• Teodora Schipper
• Fanny Spanos
• David & Carmen Shively
• Melinda Angeles
• Isabelo & Lany Toledo
• Tom & Joji Smith

• Robert & Rissa Mcpherson
• Jaime & Evelyn Abola
• Rafael & Mani Quimpo
• Carlos Abola
• Francis Ritz
• Hannah Locop

• Jari & Letty Jariwala
• Grace Aguirre
• Steph Buzza
• Allan & Raquel Novak
• Risan Pontillas
• Liliosa Evangelista

• Yasmin & Lindon Arboleda
• Tim & Lani Mears
• Karen Kaminski Buzza
• Ramon Domingo
• Melody Mendoza
• Nancy McIntyre

MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT Q4
As we come towards the end of the year 2020, we all are holding our breaths, still strictly adhering
to all restrictions on social distancing and at the same time hopeful that this crisis will abate with the
approval of the vaccine and its distribution to everyone.
On September 19, 2020, the FAAP had our first outdoor event at the parking area of the Philippine
Center. Our goal was to provide information and assistance on being counted for the US Census
and the realization of our right to Vote not only to our members and fellow Asians but also to the
community at large.
The FAAP had its general meeting for this year presented virtually on October 17, 2020. The
membership was updated with reports from the different committees. We focused on our financial status as we have fixed
expenses for the Philippine Center. Once again our ability to meet our financial obligations have been made possible by
donations from our members and friends.
While most of our activities have been put on hold, our charity committee was still able to reach out and donate to our
Kababayans who suffered severe damages from the two recent consecutive typhoons, Rolly and Ulysses that ravaged the
Philippines. The plans for the renovation of the PC kitchen are still ongoing and in progress.
On December 12, 2020, we had our virtual Christmas gathering, reminiscing our traditional Filipino Christmas celebrations,
singing our trademark Filipino Christmas song “Ang Pasko Ay Sumapit” and just being together albeit virtually.
“Maligayang Pasko” and may the upcoming year 2021 be a much, much better one.

Evelyn Gonzalez-Abola
President FAAP 2020

GRANTS FOR FAAP CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Early this year, through the partnership with the Governor's Advisory Commission for Asian Pacific American Affairs,
the FAAP became a member of the AAPI Caucus, a non-partisan caucus with the mission to unite Asian American
grass root organizations in Pennsylvania, to help advance civic engagement within the Asian American communities.
The focus of the caucus for 2020 was to increase participation during the 2020 Census, to ensure that everyone is
counted, particularly the hard to count Asian populations in PA. Another major focus was the "Get Out To Vote"
initiative to increase the voting population with Asian American voters for the November Presidential election election.
The FAAP worked on and volunteered in projects such as online webinars, Text Banking, calling members for census
participations, as well as an in-person Census and Voter Registration event. Through these efforts and for future
efforts on Civic Engagement, the FAAP received the following grants from the AAPI (Asian American Pacific Islander
Caucus) - $7,500; from the PA DCED (Department of Community Engagement) - $ 1,900; and from APALA (Asian
Pacific American Labor Alliance) - $1,272.48.

As we wait to welcome you back to the
Philippine Center, we have been preparing for your
return. The center was cleaned professionally and
thoroughly in November. But more importantly, the the kitchen
project was given the necessary boost with donations received and
some pledged in a couple of fund-raising events including the recent Day of
Giving event in which we raised over $10,000. As a result, working with our contractors, we submitted the
application to the Allegheny County Health Department for the necessary permits for us to construct a
certified commercial kitchen. We hope to start construction as soon as we receive their approval with the
goal of having the kitchen operational by the time that we reopen the building.
The project is expected to cost close to $100,00 including the appliances. Thanks to many of you who
support and continue to support this project, we will be able to provide all the food needs for our inhouse
events such as the Christmas party and hopefully increase our revenues for the support of the building and
our cultural, educational, and charitable programs.
The proposed floor plan:

FILIPINIANA ROOM
By: Jun Calejesan

Even as the FAAP is closing in on the implementation of its KITCHEN project, planning is already underway to
transform the existing stage of the Philippine Center (PC) into a multipurpose room. The following are details
regarding this new project.
DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE
The transformation into a multipurpose room will be achieved by redesigning the PC stage to incorporate
furniture, features, and fixtures like one sees in sets used for theatrical plays. The end result envisioned is a
design that will convert the stage into a FILIPINIANA ROOM which will feature/showcase objects and décor
that are clearly Filipino, i.e. capiz shell windows, ventanillas, wide plank wooden floors, chandeliers, vintage
wall mirror, native art works, and cabinets/shelvings for a collection of Filipinana books, while at the same time,
continue its original purpose of serving as a STAGE for our programs.
IMPACT AND BENEFITS
Having a FILIPINIANA ROOM will provide the following benefits:
1. It solves the problem of limited space available in the facility . In developing the specifications for the PC
facility, the planners included two items that they felt were important: (a) a place for a cultural display, and (b) a
place to hold our collection of books related to Filipino history and culture – i.e. a library. Transforming the
existing stage into a multipurpose room, allows said two functions to be absorbed without the need for creating
additional space.
2. As a mini library of Philippine related books, it will be a resource where our Education committee can
conduct language instruction and story telling sessions to our members and their young ones, respectively.
3. The “Filipino look” of the stage area will be a constant reminder of the heritage on display and hopefully
inspire pride among the FAAP members.
4. In addition to FAAP events, the FAAP holds community functions such as Multicultural shows, and Philippine
Consular Outreach. It is our hope that this Room will serve to introduce and help promote the Philippine culture
among the general public.
PROJECT STATUS
During the 2nd quarter of this year, our FundRaising Committee received a verbal promise from
a local foundation for a matching grant to fund the construction of the room.
The project is currently in the Design Search stage. Due to Covid 19 disruption, our Option A to
work with a senior class of the University of the Philippines Interior Design Dept of the College
of Home Economics did not work out. Option B to look for a professional designer is currently
in process.

NEW FAAP BOARD MEMBERS
MELISSA ANGELES
• Bachelor and Master degrees in Environmental Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, PA.
• Served as the Information Technology Chair for the Filipino
Intercollegiate Networking Dialogue, Inc., Co-organizer for the 2007
Barrio Fiesta, Director of Public Relations for the Penn Phil. Asso.
• Ties with the FAAP, YFAP, and Dance Troupe since 1998; previously
Vice-President of the YFAP.
• Past recipient of the Simplicio Maramba Scholarship and the Outstanding
Asian American Student Award.
• Currently works as a Systems Engineer (GIS) for the County of Allegheny,
active volunteer for 412 Food Rescue, and co-lead of Code for Pittsburgh.

OSORIO (JUN) CALEJESAN
• Jun Calejesan, one of the FAAP’s incorporators has been active with both the
SPNP and the FAAP serving as President multiple times and the FAAP
representative to the PNR task force among other roles.
• He is currently our Charity Committee as well as Finance Committee Chair
• Jun is married to Cynthia who was the FAAP’s first president and has served
FAAP as board member, committee chair and as an offices.
• Their children were all very active in our dance troupe and continue to be
FAAP supporters.

ALEX GRUBBS
• Freelance Multimedia Specialist in the Pittsburgh region. He has a B.A. in
Broadcast Reporting and a MBA in International Business from Point Park
University.
• He serves as the President of East Allegheny Alumni & Friends and the
Multimedia Lead for PRSA Pittsburgh.
• He enjoys photography/videography, traveling, watching Pittsburgh Penguins
hockey and helping others.
• He has been a FAAP member since he was a teenager where he has been
involved in some. His involvement include documentation of events and media
promotion of FAAP events.

NEW FAAP BOARD MEMBERS
ROWENA (ROE) LAVADOR
• FAAP member since 2005. She served as YFAP chair in 2019 and as FAAP
treasurer for 2020.
• Roe has also been involved with Alzheimer Association, Silkscreen Gala
Committee, and Pittsburgh Marathon.
• Organized an outreach to Cambubho Integrated School, Danao City, Cebu,
Philippines that provided school supplies to 200 students.
• She earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting, minor in Business
Administration at Strayer University and currently work as an Internal Auditor at
First National Bank ,Wexford Branch.

MARY CLAIRE RETHAGE
• Student at the University of Pittsburgh
• Has served as president of the YFAP for 2018
• Recipient of the FAAP Maramba Scholarship
• Claire and her family have been active members and volunteers
of the FAAP since before Claire was born

ISABELO TOLEDO
• Currently serving as FAAP Board of Director, where he has chaired the
By-laws committee.
• He envisions the FAAP as an organization that unites and embraces all
Fil-Ams in Pittsburgh, sustain what is best in the Filipino culture and keep the
Filipino spirit alive.
• Isabelo was born in the Philippines and raised here in Pittsburgh. He has both
and BS and MS degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the Carnegie Mellon
University.
• He works at Westinghouse Electric Co.
• Isabelo is aware of many new technologies currently being developed and
would like to use his technology awareness to help guide the FAAP.

NEWSLETTER STAFF

MESSAGE
FROM
THE EDITOR
Dear FAAP Family, we all wish you a warm and happy holiday season!
Thank you for your support and readership throughout this year. It has
been such a pleasure to serve as the Communications Officer and help
tell the stories of our members and our organization. A sincere thanks
to all the Board Members and Officers of FAAP, as well as our
designer-in-residence, Theresa Dzugan, for their talent and support. It
is all a team effort, and we look forward to the day our community can
come together again.
Hannah Locop

▶ Kevin Fernando
▶ Hal Aaron
▶ Joy Arlene Santos
▶ Immanuel Caiquep
▶ Antonia Domingo
▶ Daisy Harris
▶ Nilda Rodriguez
▶ Josefina Berbania

New Members

SALITANG PILIPINO
By: Sheila Worthington

Maligayang Pasko - Merry Christmas
Bagong Taon - New Year
Mag-ingat - Be Safe
December - Disyembre
Regalo - Gift
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o b i t u a ry
The FAAP offers its condolences to the bereaved families of two past members : Leo Mendoza and Larry Beronilla.
Galileo “Leo” Mendoza age 70, passed away October 31, 2020. An engineering graduate from Adamson University in Manila, Leo
worked in the Philippines and Saudi Arabia before immigrating to the U.S. The sixth of eight children, he is survived by wife, Tess, and
three sons: Galilee, Gerald, and Timothy. Leo is brother and uncle, respectively, to past and present FAAP Board members Melody
Mendoza and Don Michael Mendoza.
Hilarion Beronilla, M.D. age 86, passed away November 22, 2020. A graduate of the University of Santo Tomas Medical School in
Manila, Larry and wife Menchie were active in the then SPNP Dance Troupe, especially during the period when sister-in-law, Lina, and
husband Fermin Espinosa (now deceased) served as choreographers/instructors. Larry is survived by his loving wife Menchie and five
children: Ronny, Pamela, Vincent, Catherine, and Lawrence.

