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faap sponsors 
a multicultural event 

2018 faap
christmas party

By Teodora Schipper Speer

Please join us in celebrating “Cultural Diversity through Dance 
and Cultural Exchange”, this Saturday, Nov.17, from 3:00 to 5:30 
PM, at the FAAP cultural center. 

Since the 1950’s, the FAAP (formerly SPNP) has been an active 
member of the Pittsburgh International Folk Festival. In the past 
few years, the membership of the above-mentioned Festival has 
regrettably dwindled. With the hope of reviving and re-energizing 
this beloved tradition, the FAAP is excited and proud to sponsor 
this evening’s multicultural event. This program celebrates the 
vision and mission of the FAAP while, at the same time, 
promotes the cultural diversity of other ethnic organizations in 
Pittsburgh. We are happy to provide a place for non-profit 
organizations and other small ethnic groups who are establishing 

As in previous years, the FAAP will close its 
calendar year of activities with its well attended 
family event – the Christmas Party . This time 
however, and for the first time, we will hold the 
event at our own Philippine Center. Lola and Santa 
will be back; so will the usual fare of music, dance 
,and food. So, you all mark your calendar on 
December 15 now.

their roots in Pittsburgh. By doing so, we share in the Mayor’s 
“Welcoming Pittsburgh” Program. Collaboration with other ethnic 
groups promotes greater understanding of one another, 
develops friendships, fosters the creative spirit and enhances the 
quality of life for all. We know that immigrants proudly share and 
contribute, not just to the socio-economic achievements, but also 
to the historical and cultural development of their communities.

We, at the FAAP, therefore, would like to highlight the many 
vibrant and varied cultures of the Philippines as well as those of 
other ethnicities. While we may have left our homelands for a 
variety of reasons, we must never forget our roots in order to 
pass on to our children and future generations the sense of 
where they came from and, indeed, where they are headed. For 
that reason and many more, the FAAP is happy and proud to 
sponsor this exciting event which helps preserve our identities, 
traditions and cultures - our treasured legacy for future 
generations.



message from the president

by Mary Claire Rethage

As the year comes to a close, let 
us remember those who began 
the Filipino American Association 
of Pittsburgh (FAAP, formerly 
SPNP) by honoring and 
respecting them.  Without the 
constant support and dedication 
of those who continue to be 
involved, we would not be where 
we are today! Let us also thank all 
our incredible volunteers who 
come through for us, whenever 
and wherever we need them. 
Truly, it is the “bayanihan” spirit of 
everyone - our officers, members 
and friends - that sustain us daily.  

It is hard to believe that the 2018 Calendar of Events is almost done! 
The Oct. 27 Halloween Party was such fun, thanks to Joji  Smith and 
her crew! The annual Induction Ball at Doubletree Hotel was also a 
great success. We look forward to the coming Multicultural event on 
November 17 and the much-awaited December 15 Christmas 
Party (“Pasko”), both to be held in our Philippine Center! Just as a 
heads-up, put our February 9 Valentine’s Day Party on your 2019 
calendar!

As we face the challenges of operating the Philippine Center, there is 
continuing need for financial support and even more volunteers to 
ensure the Center is well-maintained. We certainly wish all could 
have seen the first phase of the Capital Improvement Program (CIP)! 
The difference in the parking lot between when we bought the 
property and after it was paved is incredible! Many, many thanks to 
Tom Smith and Allan Novak as well as to everyone who gave up their 
evenings, weekends and days-off for the never-ending repairs, 
clean-up jobs and on-going improvements!

The second phase of our challenges – SETTING UP A 
COMMERCIAL KITCHEN - is looming!  Only then will we be able to 
conduct our very own Filipino Food Festival as well as rent out the 
Philippine Center facilities for a variety of year-round events: baby 
and wedding showers, graduation and birthday parties – the list is 
endless. On this note, we wish to specially thank Manher and Letty 
Jariwala, Cesar and Rose Quinto and Jun and Cynthia Calejesan for 
their generous donations and unfailing support. 

Ongoing renovations will include the establishment of a Philippine 
Library and Cultural Exhibit area as well as meeting rooms for the 
Board, Committees and other groups. Already up and running, thanks 
to Evelyn Abola and her crew, is the Costume and Prop Room. 
Towards these many items, we will be more than happy to accept 
donations and pledges for the continuing expenses and needs of our 
“home away from home”!

PLEASE TAKE NOTE:  Our 5K matching funds continue until the end 
of 2018!!! The $5.00 raffle tickets, which were initially sold at the 
summer picnic and continue up to the Christmas party, will have the 
prizes drawn on that date!  Keep in mind:  the winning tickets 
receive $1,000 and $500 respectively.  There will also be 
consolation prizes.

Finally, save the date:  June 9, 2019: the Inauguration of the 
long-awaited PHILIPPINE NATIONALITY ROOM at the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of Learning. This will be the FAAP’s lasting 
legacy for the Filipino community and the people of Pittsburgh!

Maraming, maraming salamat and may God bless us always!

Fanny D. Eudela Spanos
FAAP President 2018-2019

YFAP Corner 
Growing up with the FAAP

Ever since I was 
a baby my family 
has been a part 
of the FAAP. I 
have grown up 
with the 
association and 
the members 
have been my 
family. The 
people that I 
have met are 
and always be a 
large part of my 
life. When I was 
4 years old I 
began dancing 

as one of the youngest dancers, and absolutely 
loved it. Not only did I have fun dancing with the 
girls I thought of as my sisters but I was educating 
the public about the culture I loved. The Filipino 
culture is not one that is widely known, so being 
able to teach people through the movements and 
clothing was always my favorite thing. Performing 
was always something very exciting to me, it felt 
as if I was meant to be on stage and never used 
to feel stage fright. Being able to travel to other 
cities and states pushed me to do more for the 
dance troupe and work my hardest to allow even 
more people to experience the Filipino culture. 
For the past few years I have had the honor to be 
an assistant dance instructor. In some ways, 
being able to teach the dances have brought me 
even closer to the culture and becoming closer to 
the other dancers. We are not just teenagers and 
kids who dance together, we are best friends and 
siblings. My experiences have always been 
amazing, the opportunities I have had through 
the dance troupe are some I will never forget and 
always be thankful for.

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Balance of 2018 
•   Nov. 17 - Multicultural Event
•   Dec. 15- Christmas Party

2019  (Preliminary) 
•   Feb. 9- YFAP Valentines Party
•   Jan. 12 – 1Q Board meeting
•   April 13 -2Q Board meeting
•   June  22- 3Q Board meeeting
•   Nov. 9 – 4Q Board meeting



2018 FALL CLASSIC

Growing up when I was in high school it rained every single track meet - 4 years. 
So by my senior year we had a joke, when it would rain we would say it was a great 
day for a track meet. Well by that standard the 11th FAAP Fall Classic this year was 
run on a great day for a track meet. But the funny thing is the trail Runners love that 
kind of condition as it just doubles or triples their effort and the challenge to finish 
the race. Even just showing up at the start is a challenge. The rain made the trails 
very muddy and slippery, but also it brought the streams to raging torrents and 
flooding.  The runners loved it. Today they call it one of those epic years which they 
will talk about for years and will  always compare any later race to that race. Here’s 
why – go to the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNQV3bO_YIo&feature=youtu.be

Sadly, the rain also flooded the pavilion  and caused the dance troupe to not 
perform. Many Runners loved that tradition. But this year it was not to be. But to 
compensate, the ladies of the FAAP provided fantastic and delicious food for the 
runners. Many have told me since, they just love that.

As an effort to the cause, the race was a great success raising actually more 
money than We've Ever Raised. Also the timing service again donated their 
services to help support the cause.  And of course many FAAP members 
volunteered their time to help make it a success .  The FSA students from Pitt came 
in droves; they had a blast.

If you've never been to the race either as a runner, walker or volunteer please 
seriously think of coming next year for the 12th year. This has become one of our 
most successful and longest running fundraising events for charity and the Queen 
of Peace Orphanage in the Philippines. It is always in September usually the first 
weekend after Labor Day. Put it on your calendar now. Hope to see you at the start! 

by Mark Knapp

2018 consular outreach 

What a great day! The bi-annual consular out reach event 
was held at the new Philippine Center on Saturday, 
September 15.  The new venue provided an excellent place 
for the FAAP to host the group from New York City.  A record 
number of transactions took place as many Filipinos from all 
over the area came to take care of ‘necessary business’ 
instead of having to travel all the way to New York City.

While waiting for their turn, there was the opportunity to 
purchase and eat Filipino food, sign-up as members of the 
FAAP,  buy cookbooks / Christmas cards and meet many 
other Filipinos.  A hearty “thank you” to all who helped make 
this event such a success.

As a side note - Some FAAP officers and Board members 
had the pleasure of taking the Philippine Consular Team ( all 
11 of them) to Pittsburgh’s popular Mt Washington, as well as 
provide an escorted tour of the Nationality Rooms at the 
University of Pittsburgh, which includes the Philippine 
Nationality Room that is currently under construction. 

by Dave Shively



by Cynthia Calejesan

2018 Induction Ball marks
62nd Anniversary

Once a year, around autumn, the Filipino American Association of 
Pittsburgh (FAAP) holds a very important event – its annual Induction 
Ball.  This year’s ball, held for a second year at the Doubletree Hotel 
in Monroeville, marked our 62nd anniversary. That’s a lot of years for 
sure, but, more than just the turning of the calendar pages, the 
anniversary represents a wonderful past and, we certainly hope, an 
even more exciting future.

This year’s theme was ‘BAYANIHAN”- an all-encompassing Filipino 
word which lies at the core of Filipino culture.  It means helping out 
one’s neighbor, doing a task together, in short: cooperation. 
President Fanny Spanos sincerely thanks the 2018 FAAP Executive 
Council, the Board of Directors and the YFAP officers.  “Maraming 
salamat” (many thanks) to the Induction Ball Committee which 
worked to make the evening special in so many ways:  Teodora 
Schipper-Speer, Mary Claire Rethage, Commissioner Brad Baldia, 
Nancy McIntyre, Freddie Gabriel, Josephine Tura Crooks, Leryll 
Arboleda, Caridad Ignacio on the piano and DJ Christian Roylo, our 
indefatigable DJ. We have to note that Christian, with his wonderful 
selection of music, never fails to get our guests up from their tables 
to happily dance the night away.  

Every year, our FAAP Dance Troupe prepares a feast for our eyes 
and ears with their  lively and colorful native dance entertainment.  
This year’s wonderful program included the following: Pandanggo 
Wasiwas,Tiklos, Sayaw sa Bangko, Bilaskogay and everyone’s 
favorite finale –Tinikling! Special kudos to Dance Director – Jae 
Villao, Artistic Director – Lilian Stefanick and Culture Chair – Fanny 
Spanos.  The audience couldn’t help but delight in the “bahay-kubo” 
(nipa hut) backdrop for the evening’s entertainment. Thanks to Lilian 
and crew for transporting and setting up this “native setting”. We 
couldn’t help but notice that so many guests wanted their pictures 
taken with the “bahay-kubo” for a background! THANK YOU, FAAP 
DANCE TROUPE!  You never fail to do us proud!!!

CONGRATULATIONS to: Mary Claire Rethage – Maramba Awardee 
for 2018 and Rodel Quemado – Award of Appreciation and 
Recognition for his invaluable work as FAAP Information Systems 
Officer for over five years. We can certainly say that Rodel 
enthusiastically and successfully moved FAAP from the last century 
to where we are today. MANY, MANY THANKS, Rodel!

Special thanks, as well, to Becky Quemado for spearheading the 
fundraising drive at the ball with the doubling incentive for the 
evening’s donations. Every little bit helps   and this year, the help is 
especially appreciated now that we have the Philippine Center to 
maintain and fix!  Rest assured, the FAAP will always be grateful for 
everyone’s generosity!

We cannot fail to thank any and all of those people who helped in one 
way or another to make the evening the success that it was.  This 
includes Nancy McIntyre and Freddie Gabriel, who sat at the 
entrance tables to register and check guests in, hand out program 
books, make sure everyone had their table assignments, those who 
manned the exhibit tables and, last but not least, our floor managers, 
Marie Young and Joji Smith who tried their very best to make sure 
everyone was seated.

To one and all, kudos and many thanks for coming to the 62nd 
Anniversary Ball.  We are always happy to have your company and 
friendship.

With much gratitude to Gov. Tom Wolf for the Proclamation and 
Commissioner Brad Baldia for delivering it in person:

                PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOR TOM WOLF:

“WHEREAS, the earliest documented proof of Filipino presence in the 
continental United States was October 18, 1587, when the first “Luzones 
Indios” set foot in Morro Bay, California; and

WHEREAS, Filipino Americans make up one of the largest Asian 
American ethnic groups in the United States with a population of 
approximately 3,400,000 people; and

WHEREAS, Filipino Americans have contributed greatly to the economic, 
intellectual, spiritual, social, cultural, and political life of the United 
States; and

WHEREAS, Filipino American History Month provides an opportunity to 
promote the study of Filipino American history and culture, recognize the 
richness of the Filipino American experience, and honor the contributions 
of Filipino Americans;

THEREFORE, I, Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, do hereby proclaim October 2018 as FILIPINO AMERICAN 
HISTORY MONTH, I offer my support to all those who celebrate this 
special time to recognize Filipino Americans in Pennsylvania.

    Given under my hand and the Seal of  
    the Governor, at  the City of Harrisburg,  
    this twentieth day of September two  
    thousand eighteen, the year of the  
    commonwealth the two hundred   
    forty-third.

    TOM WOLF
    Governor



       pitts urgh dragon oat festival 
by Lani Mears

On September 30, 2018, the long standing tradition of Dragon Boat 
Festival in Pittsburgh was celebrated in collaboration with the 
Pittsburgh Hearts of Steel, Organization of Chinese Americans (OCA), 
and The Japan America Society of PA.  The festival was held at the 
North Park Lake.  Several of our FAAP members, including two Board 
of Directors – Lani Mears and Eric Velasco, together with Adrian and 
Francis Aguirre, raced on a Dragon Boat representing PNC Bank.  
There were 17 teams competing that day from three different categories 
– the Corporate Teams, the Youth Teams and the Non-profit Teams.  
One of the event organizers, Pittsburgh Hearts of Steel, represented 
Breast Cancer Survivors.  Some of the proceeds of the event went 
towards equipment and programs for breast cancer survivors to go out 
and get fit.  Dragon boating is a very physically challenging sport that 
utilizes strength of your whole body, which is a perfect activity to stay fit.  
It was very heartwarming to watch the short march of the breast cancer 

survivors to commemorate those who succumbed to the disease, and to show gratitude for 
being able to win their fight against the disease.   There were also performances such as the 
Lion Dance by Win-Win Kung Fu, Pittsburgh Xiaobo Waist Drum Dance/Tai Chi Group and a 
group meditation instruction by Sahaja Meditation.

The event drew several hundreds of spectators, which was a great opportunity for a few 
crafts and food vendors, including FAAP.  FAAP was asked to participate by selling Filipino 
food to the participants and attendees.  Our booth was a big hit because we were the only 
booth from a non-profit organization, the other 3 vendors were from local area restaurants.  
We had a unique offering, the other food vendors were all selling Chinese food.  Our food 
was also desirable because we prepared and cooked at the site, which caused smell of 
aroma that enticed people to visit our booth and buy our food.  The event was very profitable 
for FAAP and the proceeds went towards the Philippine Center.  The FAAP is always grateful 
for the leadership of Joji Smith and Fanny Spanos.  They are also grateful for all the 
volunteers, including Marina Rethage, who cooked non-stop all day long! Other volunteers 

include Nancy McIntyre, Boboy C., Marie Young, Grace Aguirre, and Lani Mears with her family.  Several people complimented the 
delicious traditional food that we served.  This event will sure be in our list of annual event to participate in. 

      hallo een party 2018
by JunRiz de los Santos

The FAAP held its first Halloween Party in recent memory on October 27th 
2018 at the Philippine Multicultural Center. Despite the gloomy and rainy day, 
people showed up in their Halloween costumes, from the traditional witches 
to their favorite superheroes and TV characters. Everyone had a great time 
taking photos and selfies in their costumes with the Halloween-adorned 
venue as background. The festivities started off with the “trunk or treat”, 
which was moved indoors due to rain. The kids had their fill of candies, 
chocolates and other treats as they went around basket stations manned by 
the adults. Then, games for the kids and adults followed. The kids were 
especially adorable playing games in their costumes.

One of the highlights of the night was the search for the best Halloween 
costumes, pageant-style. Everyone had a great time strutting on the catwalk 
as they are being judged on how great they looked and how well they played 
the part with their costumes. A charming little unicorn won the kid’s category, 
and a funny wandering old hospital patient bagged the top prize in the adult’s 
category. Dinner was next and everyone had their fill of scrumptious fare 
after an exhausting but entertaining and amusing program. The night capped 
off with some action on the dance floor, grooving and swaying to the music 
provided by a DJ.

The organizers would like to thank everyone for attending the event. A 
special gratitude to the donors who provided some food and drinks, youth 
members who helped decorated the center, and all the volunteers during the 
program and clean up. Looking forward to an even bigger and more fun 
Halloween party in the next year!



featured pillar committee  education committee

During this year’s 1Q and 2Q issues of this Newsletter, we featured the Cultural and Charity Committees 
respectively, two of the three committees that define the Mission of the FAAP. In this quarter’s issue, we feature the 
remaining committee, namely the Education Committee.

Under the FAAP ByLaws, the Education Committee is charged with developing and managing programs and 
activities that relate to the subject of education. These activities may include:

A.  Teaching the Filipino language;
B.  Acquiring/collecting/establishing a library of Filipino literature;
C.  Inviting members and guests to give seminars or lectures in their field of expertise.
D.  This committee shall also study, review and propose any award for any   individual or group in the Greater 
Pittsburgh Area based on their contribution to charitable activities or their involvement in the propagation of, 
and understanding of the Filipino American culture.
E. This committee shall also review and recommend for approval by the Board of Directors any candidate for 
the Maramba Scholarship or any    other awards created by the Board of Directors.

During its years of operation, the Education committee’s work has been mostly in the area of granting awards. To 
date, it has granted the Maramba Scholarship – an award that includes a $1000 grant – to 35 senior high school 
students whose parents are or were current members of the FAAP. It has represented FAAP in the Federal Executive 
Board-sponsored Outstanding Asian American Scholarship Award – an award that recognizes top performing Asian American
high school students in the greater Pittsburgh area. When appropriate, it has also recommended awards to FAAP members
who made significant contribution to the organization.

Plans in the past to pursue the first three areas above ( i.e. Filipino Language teaching; library of Filipino literature; educational lectures) could 
not develop any traction mostly because of lack of facilities. Now that we have our own Philippine center, the chances that said programs can 
start are much improved. 

committees in action
Finance Committee: (Chair: Lani Mears)
At the 4Q Board Meeting, the Board rescinded a motion, originally 
approved in June 2018, to borrow $40K from the investment account for 
use by the Philippine Center.  Reason for the action is because said 
account has been reported in past tax filings as “restricted account” for 
educational purposes.  A group will be formed to look into the possibility 
of legally tapping into this currently overfunded “Scholarship Fund”.

Nominations and Elections Committee (Chair: Teody Schipper 
Speer) - At the 4Q Board Meeting, the following slate of  Officers for 
2019 was approved: President - Fanny Spanos; President Elect - 
Evelyn Abola; Secretary - Freddy Gabriel; Treasurer - Jaime Abola; 
Asst Treasurer - Nancy McIntyre; Communications Officer - Jun 
Calejesan; Information Systems Officer – Lani Mears; Internal 
Auditor – Rajesh Mehta; Registrar – JunRiz de los Santos; Facilities 
Manager – Tom Smith.

The following 2019 Chairs of Committees were also approved: 
CHARITY – Cora Bakth; CULTURAL – Fanny Spanos; EDUCATION – 
Becky Quemado; BYLAWS – Isabelo Toledo; FINANCE – Eric Velasco; 
FUNDRAISING – Teody Schipper Speer; MEMBERSHIP – Ann Pearl; 
PNR – Jaime Abola; VOICES of WISDOM – Isabelo Toledo with 
members Henna Bautista/Evelyn Abola/Cynthia Calejesan; YOUTH – 
Rowena Lavador; NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS – Jun Calejesan with 
members Becky Quemado/Teody Schipper Speer/Jaime Abola/Irna 
Knapp/Cynthia Calejesan; INDUCTION BALL – Teody Schipper Speer; 
CHRISTMAS PARTY – Joji Smith with co-Chair Shiela Worthington; 
PICNIC – Joji Smith with co-Chair Shiela Worthington; FESTIVALS – 
Jaime Abola; SPORTS & RECREATION – Irna Knapp; PHILIPPINE 
CENTER – Allan Novak.

Sports & Recreation (Chair: Irna Knapp)
Despite the continuous pouring rain, the 11th annual Fall Classic on Sept 
9 was another successful event : expected registered = 250, actual 
registered = 190, with 105 finishing ( see article in this issue).  With its 
current 4 categories – 5K Walk, 5K Run, 10K Run, and 20K Run – the 
pouring rain added a new dimension characterized by the wet trail, mud, 
and knee high creek level. The only downside was that the FAAP Dance 
troupe could not perform due to the flooded shelter venue.

The event  was also financially rewarding : Net of around $3500 will go 

towards the Orphanage in the Philippines. Proceeds of $380 from food sales 
will help the Philippine Center. A big factor which mitigated the cost side 
came from donations not only from Gingerbread Timing Service (normally a 
cost of $750 for its service), but also from the volunteers  and runners who 
donated back their cash awards ( total of about $780),.

The committee wishes to thank all the volunteers: FAAP members, local 
running community’ and the Pitt Filipino Student Association.

YFAP Committee ( Chair : JunRiz de los Santos)
The committee obtained Board approval at the 4Q Board meeting for the 
following activities: (1) Caroling fundraising during the Christmas holiday, 
and (2)  Feb 9, 2019 Valentines Party at the Philippine Center

Philippine Nationality Room (Chair : Jaime Abola)
The committee provided the following update to the FAAP Board :

As of Nov 4 : Ceiling and Walls painted; Artwork on ceiling and one wall 
complete; Stone Crest - the Philippine Seal - ready for mounting outside and 
directly above the door; Capiz Windows, Chandelier, and display cabinets 
delivered; and wide plank floors slated for installation week of Nov5. 

The room  is scheduled to be ready for a Dec 1 blessing ceremony by Fr 
Manny Gelido. All Presidents of the three organizations constituting the PNR 
Task Force will be invited along with a few University officials.

The  Nationality Room open house will be held December 2. All are invited.  
For many , this will be the first time that the Filipino room will be available for 
viewing.

Save the date for the June 9, 2019 Dedication Day consisting of the 
following events;
•  Heinz Chapel  at 2 PM – Turnover to the University ceremony;
•  Commons Room, Cathedral of Learning  at 3 – 5 PM – Pagdiriwang 
Celebration to include tour of Filipino Room
•  Heinz Chapel at 5 PM – Mass
•  Pitt Alumni Hall at 6:15 onwards – Formal Dinner & Program
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OUR PRAYER AND THOUGHTS FOR THE JEWISH FAMILIES
IN SQUIRREL HILL, PITTSBURGH

To everyone hurting and grieving over the terrible attack on your congregation at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue, please know that the Filipino American Association of 
Pittsburgh (FAAP) is deeply saddened by the horrific and senseless killing of 11 of 
your members. There are few words to express our deep sorrow and sympathies for 
all you have lost.

We in the Filipino Community – many of whom live and work among you – find 
ourselves at a loss for words in trying to explain this terrible attack.  No person, 
regardless of religion, should be afraid of openly practicing his or her faith.  We 
denounce anti-semitism and hate in all of its forms.  Surely, these hate crimes and the 
violence that often accompanies them must end. Now. 

For 22 years, my daughter, Annie and I have lived peacefully across from the Temple 
Sinai on Forbes Ave. in Squirrel Hill. It has been a wonderful home and neighborhood 
for us.  May our prayers and faith give us all strength, comfort and peace in God’s love!

Peace, love and unity for all,

Fanny D. Eudela Spanos
FAAP President 2018-2019

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

In this issue, we took the suggestion to introduce two new 
sections in the newsletter.

The YFAP Corner  will be devoted to articles written by and 
about the activities of the young Filipino American members of 
the organization. It is thus fitting that the first article for 
this new section – “Growing up with the FAAP”- is by Mary Claire 
Rethage, the current President of the YFAP.

The “Salitang Filipino”  is our maiden attempt to introduce a 
lesson in the meaning of simple Filipino words. Hopefully it will 
evolve into something that will add value toward the 
understanding of the Filipino language. 
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OBITUARY

Father Arnel Aldave Estrella, who served the Diocese of 
Greensburg in its International Priest program since 
March of 2015, died Saturday , Oct. 27, 2018 at Allegheny 
General Hospital, Pittsburgh. He was 52 yrs. old and had 
been a priest for 25 yrs. Born March 31, 1966 in the 
Philippines, he was the son of Della Estrella of Camaligan, 
Philippines and the late Jose Estrella. Father Arnel  was 
educated at Holy Rosary Minor and Major Seminary in 
Naga City and ordained a priest for the Archdioces of 
Caceres June 15, 1993. He served as a parochial vicar and 
parish priest in the Philipppines before coming  to the 
Diocese of Greensburg.
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