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The FAAP will hold a general meeting at its annual picnic on July 8, 
2018. As required by our by-laws, the meeting will include the 
election of members of the board directors who will serve two-year 
terms. There are seven board members whose terms expire the end 
of 2018. The elections will be to replace these directors. Under our 
current bylaws, any member in good standing for at least a year and 
who served on one of our committees is qualified to stand for one of 
these slots. Any board member who so chooses may once again run 
for the same position as the bylaws do not set term limits.

The nominations and elections committee, this year chaired by 
Teody Schipper-Speers, has identified members qualified to be a 
director and willing to serve as such. We are fortunate this year that 
eight of the several names mentioned have agreed to have their 
names considered, and the board at its last meeting have accepted 
their nominations.

DIRECTIONS TO BLUEBERRY HILL PARK
FRANKLIN PARK BOROUGH

From the North – Take I-79 South to the Wexford Exit and turn right 
onto Route 910 go approximately ¼ of a mile to light, turn left onto 
Nicholson Road, follow 2 miles to Stop Sign, continue straight for ½ of 
a mile, turn left onto Blaine’s Way (see sign for Blueberry Hill Park).

From the South – Take I-79 North to the Mt. Nebo Exit, turn right on 
Mt. Nebo Road, follow to top of hill and turn left onto Nicholson Road, 
follow Nicholson Road approximately 2 miles, turn right onto Blaine’s 
Way (see sign for Blueberry Hill Park).

From East and West –Follow best route to I-79, I-279 or Nicholson 
Road and follow above directions.

From Pittsburgh – Take I-279 North to the Wexford Exit and turn left 
on Route 910, cross the bridge over I-79 to the light. Go through the 
light and go approximately ¼ of a mile to the next light, turn left onto 
Nicholson Road, follow 2 miles to Stop Sign, continue straight for ½ of 
a mile, turn left onto Blaine’s Way (see sign for Blueberry Hill Park).

Continues on page 5

Nominations and Elections
By Jaime Abola

Father’s Day and Independence Day 
Celebration

June 9, 2018 at the Philippine Center
1 pm - 5 pm

Potluck: Bring your favorite dish to share

Activities:
• Recognition of our graduates: High-school and 
  College
• Karaoke Guest entertainment
• Games, basket , mystery gift raffles and door prizes

For more details, please contact:
Fanny Spanos 412-427-5586
Joji Smith (706) 266-7786?

Suggested Donation:
Members $15
Non-members $20
Kids 6 yrs. old and up $7
5 yrs. old under FREE

All donations and proceeds will go to our
Philippine Center

5 MONTHS TO GO
BEFORE THE

62nd



CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear FAAP Family,

This year is, indeed, a great blessing for all of us.  
The dream of having a home or “tahanan” – our 
PHILIPPINE CENTER – has been fulfilled!  It will be 
where we hold meetings for the Board and 
committee members, practices for our Dance 
Troupe, storage for our costumes and props, a 
library for Filipiniana collections of books, paintings, 
instruments, music and whatever else may be 
related to our organization.  For sure, where 
Filipinos are concerned, we dream of a fully 
equipped kitchen for Filipino Food Festivals, the 
annual picnic, and year-round events that will bring 
our members and guests happily together.

To ALL our VOLUNTEERS and SUPPORTERS who 
helped in the restoration and clean-up of the Philippine Center, we THANK YOU!  
Because of your generous time, energy, effort and unstinting contributions, the 
center has been totally transformed. SPECIAL THANKS to TOM SMITH, our 
Facility Manager, and his incredible wife, JOJI, tireless with their time, energy and 
encouragement! For sure, our center would not exist, were it not for the great 
leadership of our Officers, Committees, donors and supporters.  As we face the 
challenges of operating and sustaining our Philippine Center, we will continue to 
need even more volunteers working side by side, in unity and harmony, to further 
our vision and mission.

The Philippine Nationality Room (PNR) at the Cathedral of Learning, University of 
Pittsburgh, is surely another blessing! With the leadership of FAAP’s JUN 
CALEJESAN and JAIME ABOLA, working together with PAPAGP, PAMS and the 
tireless FR. MANNY GELIDO, the PNR is expected to be completed by the end of 
this year, with its dedication planned for June, 2019. The long-held dream of the 
PNR will undoubtedly be our lasting legacy to the Filipino community of Pittsburgh 
and the tri-state area as well as to the Pittsburgh community at large.  It will provide 
a strong sense of identity for our children and future generations as well as 
connect us with our heritage and culture.

This past May 5, 2018, the FAAP was again invited to the yearly observance of the 
Bataan and Corregidor Death March at Wellsburg, West Virginia. Visiting their 
newly finished wing at the Wellsburg Library, which features an exhibit of the 
American Military who served in the Philippines during World War II, was a 
touching experience.  Our participation in this annual event – a solemn program 
with a touching gun salute, parade and a lovely performance by our FAAP Dance 
Troupe - is always greatly appreciated by the organizers. We consider it a great 
honor being invited to be part of this celebration. 

Our Mother’s Day celebration at the Philippine Center on May 13, 2018, was a 
great success with a total of 145 guests. They included current, previous and new 
FAAP families and friends.  Thanks to Event Chair LILIAN STEFANICK and her 
son REIF, who drove back and forth between their home in Hermitage and West 
Mifflin to make sure the Center was ready for all the Mothers and guests. Helping 
in the preparations were:  AIRADEL RACOMA, JASON CHAN, JUNRIZ DE LOS 
SANTOS, YASMIN ARBOLEDA and YFAP PRESIDENT LERYLL ARBOLEDA.  
Special thanks to JAE VILLAO for his dedication as our Dance Director, LILIAN 
STEFANICK, our Artistic Director and, of course, the beautiful and handsome 
members of our FAAP DANCE TROUPE! Hats off to LORNA CABILI and CORA 
BAKTH for manning the ticket table so enthusiastically. How about special thanks 
to the same CORA who, after winning the big prize basket, re-donated it for 
additional fundraising? Such generosity!  Repeating our thanks to TOM SMITH 
who made sure the Center was gleaming and ready for all our members and 
guests, as well as to JOJI SMITH, for taking charge of all the food and raffles.  
FINALLY, to all who donated basket raffles, mystery gift raffles, decorations, 
centerpieces, authentic and tasty Filipino dishes and desserts, and, of course, our 
invaluable volunteers who prepped and served and stayed to help clean up, I 
thank you all on behalf of FAAP!

As the saying goes, let us look back and never forget from where we came.  It is 
fitting to honor and respect those who started and organized our Filipino 
community. We are where we are today because of them. I cannot emphasize 
enough that all of us can contribute our time, talent and treasure to our beloved 
association.  There is no paid staff and we rely on ALL our volunteers and 
members to help run our events and sustain the FAAP.  

Do sign up for membership if you haven’t already.  For those who may have simply 
forgotten to renew, do visit our website:  <The FAAP.org> .  We’ll be waiting for 
you!!!

N
O

V
JU

L 8th – Annual FAAP Picnic

13th-15th - YFAP Educational
         trip to Boston

TBA – World Kaleidoscope
           (Carnegie Library in
           Oakland)

O
C

T 6th – 62nd Induction Ball

7th – Volunteer Food Bank

TBA – Fall Clean UO with
           Western Pennsylvania
           Conservancy

D
E

C

TBA - FAAP Christmas Party

A
U

G 4th and 5th – Regatta at
             Morraine State Park

14th,15th,16th – McKeesport
             International Village

19th – Greensburg Picnic

S
E

P 9th – Fall Classic Race

15th – Consular Outreach

TBA – Silk Screen

TBA – Ambridge Fall Festival
           of the Church

JU
N

9th - Kalayaan day (Phillipine
        Independence day) and
        Father’s Day Celebration

10th - DT performance extravaganza
          at Carnegie library, Oakland

23rd - Homeville Church Jubilee
          celebration - DT performance

24th – 3rd Board Meeting

2



THE PHILIPPINE CENTER INAUGURATION
By Anna Glinoga

"A house is made of walls and beams…a home is made of love and dreams." 
This is what the Philippine Center of Pittsburgh is all about. While we had 
been blessed for many years by the generosity of the Homeville Christian 
Church led by Pastor Dave Shively with the support of his wife, Carmen, for 
sharing its place for our dance practices, board meetings and other events, 
our dream to have our "own home" remained alive in our hearts.

In 2014, the FAAP Board commissioned a committee to conduct a Philippine 
Center feasibility study. The first draft was presented to the board in April of 
2014. That year, a few promising buildings became available in the market, 
but the organization was not ready. In January 2016, the board decided to be 
proactive in starting an information campaign about the Center and defining 
the financing strategy to make the dream a reality. In 2017, with some 
pledges and less than $5K in the Philippine Center Fund, an offer was made 
to buy the Social Hall of the Resurrection Church of West Mifflin. An all-out 
fundraising campaign was launched with a dollar-for-dollar match from 
long-time members Jun and Cynthia Calejesan. Finally at the end of 2017, 
then-FAAP-president Becky Quemado and the members of the board were 
able to finalize the ownership of our very own Philippine Center in West 
Mifflin, PA. However, as the saying goes, the house was truly just made out 
of walls and beams--that needed enormous repairs! Many of our FAAP 
members were "called to arms" to volunteer whatever time and money they 
could give to be able to make this new house our home. Countless hours, 
days and weeks were dedicated to cleaning, painting and renovating. 

On February 17, 2018, the Philippine Center of Pittsburgh was finally 
inaugurated. A mass was held prior to the ceremony at the nearby parish to 
give thanks to God for giving us the vision, strength, and perseverance to 
achieve this dream. Past presidents Jun and Cynthia Calejesan, opened the 
inaugural ceremony. This was followed by an opening blessing from Fr. 
Czemerda, who graciously welcomed "the newest cultural members" of the 
West Mifflin community. He mentioned how the West Mifflin area has housed 
many migrant communities during its history, and he and the community 
always enjoyed seeing new life in an area that has been considered dying. 
Finally, a ribbon cutting by presidents Fanny Spanos and Becky Quemado 
and youth president Leryll Arboleda officially opened the Philippine Center to 
its members and to the general public. 

As part of our Filipino tradition in ensuring good luck and prosperity blesses 
our home, past president and board members, Mark and Irna Knapp led the 
coin throwing tradition. This was followed by a prayer by our very own Pastor 
Dave Shively and a speech by incumbent president Fanny Spanos that 
recognized all the volunteers who answered the call to make this house a 
home and what the future of the Philippine center could be. Past President 
Becky Quemado presented a brief history of how we came to achieve this 
dream, immediate challenges and plans for the future. As she poignantly 
stated, we reached this historic achievement because we not only dreamed 
but also pursued that dream into reality. Finally, the FAAP dance troupe 
closed the program by performing a collection of tribal ceremonial dances.

There is still a lot of work to be done to complete this home, and we are still 
asking the members of our FAAP community for their time, treasure and 
talent. It is through love and hard work that the foundation of our Philippine 
Center of Pittsburgh has been laid down. The future of our center looks 

bright for as long as we continue to dream and to believe that we can 
achieve. Mabuhay to all our FAAP members!

The Young Filipino Americans 
of Pittsburgh (YFAP) 
successfully conducted the 
annual Valentines Day Party 
last February 10th 2018 at the 
Philippine Center, the first time 
an event was held at the 
center since the FAAP 
acquired the property. The 
guests had a lovely evening as 
they partake on Italian cuisine, 
chatted with fellow attendees 
and amused themselves with 
some games. Dressed to 

impress in the masquerade-themed party, the guests danced the 
night away to the music offerings of the DJ.

We would like to thank all the guests who graced the event and all 
the volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure smooth preparation 
and execution of the party. Hope to see you all again next year!

2018 YFAP Valentines Day Party
By JunRiz de los Santos (Chair-YFAP Comm)
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By Anna Glinoga

By Cora Bakth - Committee Chair)

FEATURED
PILLAR COMMITTEE :

CHARITY COMMITTEE

MOTHER'S DAY

As one of the pillars of the FAAP, the Charity Committee 
endeavors to carry out its duties as set forth by the FAAP bylaws, 
and in accordance with our Charity Committee Operational 
Framework.

As a Filipino-American association based in Pittsburgh, FAAP’s 
charity will be directed toward three major areas:

 1.  The Philippines- Due to our geographic location the most 
effective way of giving help is through monetary donation. It can 
come in the form of immediate relief for those who may reside in 
Pittsburgh, but also those whose families in the Philippines were 
directly affected by natural disaster. During “Super Typhoon 
Haiyan and Yolanda,” we extended our efforts to members’ 
families to help with their livelihood. By working with local 
organizations in the Philippines we were able to donate 
thirty-foot motorized fishing boats. We also donated funds for 
organic farming, and organized a 5K walk whose funds raised 
supported an orphanage in the Philippines.

2. The Pittsburgh Area- With our strong presence in the 
Pittsburgh area our efforts focus on volunteer work  along side 
local civic and charitable causes. We participate in the Western 
Pa. Conservancy spring planting and fall cleanup. We work with 
local food banks, and occasionally we have donated to the Girls 
Hope of Pittsburgh as a project of our YFAP.

3.  Members and Non-Members- Due to our financial limitations, 
the Charity committee’s operational framework must limit 
contributions to local members and non-members to situations 
where the immediate family of a member dies. This contribution 
is typically made in the 
form of cards, flowers and 
in some cases a donation 
to charities selected by 
the family of the decease. 
Only on a very rare 
occasion of emergent and 
special needs does the 
framework allow for funds 
to be raised and given to 
an FAAP member.

Our committee strives to 
encourage volunteerism 
among our members as 
well as promote our 
Filipino culture by 
interacting with different 
organizations. We also 
try to plan activities that 
both parents and children 
can participate in.

Most importantly we are 
very proud of the fact that 
all money raised for any 
project is donated 100% 
to the cause. Unlike other 
major charitable 
organizations that use a 
significant portion of 
donations for operational 
costs, our members visit 
donation sites in the 
Philippines and verify 
proper use of donations 
using their personal 
funds.

We call them, "Mom", "Nanay", "Inay", "Mamang", "Nanang" and 
many more terms of endearment whenever we refer to our mothers.  
They are the women who not only brought us into this world, but 
also tirelessly ensure that we know that we are loved.  On May 13, 
2018, members of the FAAP community were able to show their 
appreciation to their beloved "nanays" by hosting a "Mother's Day" 
brunch at the Philippine Community Center. Attended by 145 
members and guests, mothers and family members were treated 
with sumptuous Filipino dishes. Throughout the event, mothers 
were showered with heartfelt "praises" and "thanks" for all that they 
do for the family.   Songs and games were dedicated by our youth 
group members to show how dear their "nanays" are to them.  
Lastly, our very own dance troupe treated us with several 
performances.  As the event came to a close, members were able 
to participate in a "Chinese auction" to help with the Center's 
fundraising.  
 
"Pag-aalagang walang kapantay…  (Immeasurable care)

“Pagmamahal na walang Hinihintay na kapalit…                    
(Unconditional love)

“Pang-unawang hindi masusukat…   (Endless understanding)

“Maraming Salamat Sayo, Mama…Ikaw ang number one!  (Thank 
you, mom!...you are the best!)
(anonymous)"

We thank all of the members who tirelessly helped in setting up this 
wonderful event to honor our wonderful mothers . President Fanny 
Spanos wishes to recognize them all:
 
For the “Chinese auction” baskets and boxes : Evelyn Abola, 
Cynthia Calejesan, Carmen Shively, Henna Bautista, Joji Smith, 
Malou Smith, Marie Young, Ann Pearl, Grace Aguirre, Lani Mears, 
Maria Poetain, Yasmin Arboleda, Anna Glinoga, Freddie Gabriel, 
Lilian Stefanick, Anna Consorcia Spanos.

For manning the raffles, buffet tables, & 50/50: Cora Bakth, Lorna 
Cabili, Joji Smith, Yasmin Arboleda, and Jean Umalin.

The energetic Emcees : Marie Young and Majo Walker

Sound System: Patrick Cuevas

Center Pieces/décor, and table arrangement: Lilian Stefanick, 
Airadel Racoma, Jason Chan, and Junriz de los Santos

Roses for the Mothers: Gilda Ramos, Marie Young

Food Servers: YFAP headed by Leryl Arboleda

Finally the FOOD: Marina Rethage (adobong pusit, pinakbet, 
chicken curry, pancit); Joji Smith (chicken adobo, lumpianitos, hot 
dog, palitaw); Yasmin Arboleda (chopsuey); Nancy McIntyre 
(macaroni fruit salad); Grace Aguirre (spaghetti); Carmen Shively 
(breaded shrimps); Norie Thomas (dinuguan); Edna Leighgeber 
(fish paksiw, fried fish); Fanny Spanos (pancit); Cora Bakth (fried 
dilis, pusit); Cynthia Calejesan (potato salad, puto); Anna Consorcia 
Spanos (cassava cake); Malou Yano (Mother’s Day cake); 
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2018 CONSULAR OUTREACH
By Carmen Shively

LIST OF CULTURAL (DANCE TROUPE) EVENTS 2018
Cultural Chair: Fanny Spanos

Nominations and Elections.....Continued from page 1

The Dance Troupe has a busy and exciting lineup of performances. We invite everyone to please come 
join and learn our Filipino Folk dances. Special Thanks to Lilian Stefanick our Cultural Artistic Director, Jae 
Villao our Dance Director , and of course the parents and volunteers. Thank you for giving your precious 
time  and commitment to our Dance Troupe. 

Past Perfomances: 
Feb. 17  Chinese Lunar New Year celebration
 Philippine Center Dedication
March 17 Festival of Nations  ( Weirton, WV )
March 25 Filipino Student Assoc (FSA) at
 University of Pittsburgh
 April 19  The Science and Technology Academy
 Multicultural Night
May 5 Honoring Bataan and Corregidor
 Defenders ( Wellsburg,WV. )
May 19 Asian American Heritage day
 at Kennywood

Future Performances:
June 23   Homeville Jubilee
July 8       Annual Picnic
July 9       TBA- World Kaleidoscope
                (Carnegie Library at Oakland)
Aug 16     Mckeesport International Village
                Festival 
Sept. 9 FAAP Fall Classic Race
Sept. TBA- Silk Screen
Sept.  TBA- Ambridge Fall Festival of the Church
Oct. 6  62nd Induction Ball at Double Tree Hotel
 - Monroeville
Dec.  TBA – Christmas Party  

The Philippine Consulate General of New York will be in Pittsburgh on 
September 15 to provide services such as passport renewal, 
retention/reacquisition of Philippine citizenship, registration of birth, 
report of marriage, notification/authorization, Overseas voter  
registration and NBI clearance certificates. This every other year 
Consular Outreach in Pittsburgh will again be hosted by the Filipino 
American Association of Pittsburgh. Please read the accompanying 
flyer for more details . If you want to save yourself the trouble of going 
to NY City, we encourage you and your friends to take advantage of this 
service.

For more details, visit the Facebook event page: https://bit.ly/2IVqeir

The eight include:

a)  Cora Bakth, member of the SPNP/FAAP since the 80’s Cora has served 
as President of the FAAP and is currently the Chair of the Charity Committee. 
She has agreed to continue to serve on the board and to oversee the FAAP’s 
charity pillar. Cora is a nurse, is married to Sham Bakth. Their adult children 
were once active on the organization and were members of our dance troupe.

b)  Jun Calejesan, one of the FAAP’s incorporators has been active with both 
the SPNS and the FAAP serving as President multiple times and as treasurer. 
He has served as a member of the board for several terms. He is currently our 
Communications Officer and edits the newsletter. He is also one the leading 
members of the Philippine Center Building committee. Jun is a permanent 
member of the Philippine nationality Room Task force currently overseeing the 
construction of the Philippine nationality Room which is scheduled to be 
completed this fall. Jun is married to Cynthia who was the FAAP’s first 
president and has served our community as board member, committee chair 
and as an officer. Their children were all very active in our dance troupe and 
continue to be supporters of our programs.

c)  Rowena Lavador, a more recent addition to our community, Rowena 
exhibited her vivacious personality by emceeing our picnic last year. This will 
be her first opportunity to serve on the board should she be elected.

d)  Louis Olegario, a member for many years, this will be the first time that 
Louis has agreed to serve on the board. Louis and his wife Alona have been 
supporters of our programs. Louis is a physician and specializes in pain 
management.

e)  Fanny Spanos, current FAAP president, director and cultural committee 
chair, Fanny has been active in the FAAP for fourteen years and eight as an 
FAAP director. Fanny has served has chairperson of the Christmas, Picnic, 
the Kalayaan day celebration, the membership and the Induction ball 
committees. Fanny is the mother of Anna Spanos and has an accounting 
degree from Notre Dame University of Dadiangas in General Santos, 
Philippines.

f)  Isabelo Toledo, currently serving his first two year term as an FAAP 
director, Isabelo has agreed to serve another two years. He is currently the 
By-laws committee chair. He envisions the FAAP as an organization that 
unites and embraces all Fil-Ams in Pittsburgh sustain what is best in the 
Filipino culture and keep the Filipino spirit alive. Isabelo was born in the 
Philippines but was raised here in Pittsburgh. He has both and BS and MS 
degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the Carnegie Mellon University,

g)  Eric Velasco a recent addition to Pittsburgh’s Filipino community, Eric 
moved four years ag from Louisville, KY, He is a Wealth management Advisor 
at PNC Bank where he has worked for thirteen years. If elected, he is 
interested in being the Finance committee chair.  He was once part of a 
Filipino dance troupe as a young boy. 

h)  Sheila Worthington, an active FAAP member for many years, Sheila has 
volunteered for the picnic, the cultural, festivals and the Philippine Center 
committees. She is one of our dedicated members who have been working 
very hard at cleaning and repairing the recently acquired Philippine Center 
building in West Mifflin. Sheila has two children. Her daughter is a member of 
our dance troupe.
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COMMITTEES IN ACTION

SANTO NINO CHAPEL DEDICATED
IN HONOR OF DR. SATURNINO REYES

By Cynthia Calejesan
Dr. Saturnino Reyes, Nino to friends and family, passed away last year on April 3, 2017, just 
4 days shy of his 83rd birthday.  He fought his kidney disease valiantly, never letting it own 
him. At one point, the doctors were going to do a transplant but cancelled it at the last 
minute. Fight though he did, when the time came, he was ready to meet his maker.  We 
know he did so with an exemplary report card.

He owned property in Papandayan, a barangay of Pinamalayan, Oriental Mindoro, which 
could only be accessed first, by a 2-hour drive to Batangas from Manila, a 2 to 3 hour boat 
ride to Calapan, another 2 hours by car to Pinamalayan and finally, a 15 minute ride by car 
to Papandayan! To think, Nino was not really from there but from Boac, Marinduque! 
Probably, on some chance visit, the folks in Papandayan asked if he would build them a 
chapel where they could worship, attend Mass, have their children baptized, get married or 

just stop by and be comforted by God’s presence. With his wife, Bonnie, Nino fulfilled his promise. 
Now that the faithful have their chapel, a priest from an adjoining island will be coming over at least 
once a week to say Mass and minister to the flock.

While Nino’s passing didn’t allow him to see the chapel completed, Bonnie, his wife of 31 years, 
made sure it was finished as planned.  This year, she traveled there to see it in person, making sure 
it would be blessed and ready for the local residents.  Besides carrying a statue of Santo Nino and 
a relic of Padre Pio, given by her parish priest, Fr. Schrek, Bonnie also brought the Stations of the 
Cross, a papal blessing obtained by Fr. Abraham from the Vatican, and 5 electric fans. The 
devotion to Padre Pio was installed on a wall and in front of it, a kneeler where people can pray for 
the Saint’s intercession. No doubt Padre Pio, will be paying close attention to the prayers of the 
faithful – and, right beside him will be Nino, urging him to intercede to the good Lord for them. It 
seems only fitting that the chapel is named “Santo Nino”.

Cultural Committee (Chair: Fanny Spanos)
As in previous years, our Dance Troupe schedule continues to be chock full of 
performances. Pease see page 5 for the updated schedule.

Education Committee (Chair:  Beth Villegas)
The committee is now accepting applications for the Maramba Scholarship 
Award. Deadline is September 15, 2018.

Meeting on the committee’s operational framework took place. This subject will 
pursue topics such as a library, art exhibits, and classes in the Philippine 
language, history and geography, and arts and traditions. Having our own 
Philippine Center, makes these topics more feasible.

Charity Committee (Chair:  Cora Bakth)
See featured article on page 4.

Philippine Nationality Room (Chair : Jaime Abola)
The construction phase officially started in May. Demolition of classroom #313 
is  done and room transformation will be complete by the end of 2018. Please 
save the date of June 9, 2019 for PNR Inauguration Day. The inauguration 
ceremonies will include formal turnover at Heinz Chapel (12 noon), followed by 
program and exhibits at the Commons Room. The celebration will be capped 
by dinner and reception at the University of Pittsburgh Alumni Hall.

In connection with the Inauguration ceremony, the PNR Task Force is now 
addressing a number of items including Room Exhibits; Invitations for Guests 
and Exhibitors; Program ; Entertainment; Dedication Book; and Donor Book; 
The Task Force plans to meet every other week to address these items.

YFAP Committee (Chair:  JunRiz de los Santos)
The 2018 YFAP Valentines Party , the first public event held at the Philippine 
Center was a success (see story on page 3).

For 2018, the committee is planning its educational and cultural trip to Boston 
on July 13 to 16. Items of interest in this trip are the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Museum of Science, and the New England Aquarium.

PICNIC Committee (Chair: Joji Smith)
See  Picnic Event flyer on page 1.

Festival Committee (Chair : Carmen Shively)
The McKeesport International Village is scheduled for August 14, 15, 16, 2018. 
No Pittsburgh Int’l Folk Festival is scheduled for 2018.

Nominations and Elections Committee (Chair: Teody Schipper Speer)
See page 1 and page 5.

Philippine Center Committee (Chair: Allan Novak)
The FAAP wishes to thank the following people for their donation in kind: Teody 
Schipper Speer (commercial stove); Woolhandler family (ref & furniture); 

Marilou Treglia (freezer); Rich Weber (ladder & dumpster rental); Smith family 
(43 chairs); prayer group (195 chairs); Calejesan family ( microwave).

With the acquisition of our own Philippine Center, comes the added 
responsibility of managing a facility. To address this, the Board beefed up the 
Executive Committee under the President by adding the positions of Facility 
Manager and Business Manager. The Facility Manager has responsibility for 
running the day to day operation of the Center, while the latter is charged with 
developing/pursuing revenue producing activities of the Center. We are happy 
to have Tom Smith as our current Facility Mangaer, while the Business 
management end is currently handled by a team consisting of Dave Shively, 
Jaime Abola, and Jun Calejesan.

At the 2Q Board meeting Tom Smith reported recent accomplishments ( two 
major events held; established general guidelines for Center usage; sign in 
sign out sheet; draft of work priority list; acquisition of 195 chairs) as well as 
needs and challenges ( reduction & control of costs; funding new projects; 
developing emergency plan; developing procedure s and schedule in areas 
like cleaning and maintenance).

This report concludes with the following  letter of appeal from the President 

Dear FAAP member,

We want to take a moment to update you on the status of the Philippine Center.

First we would like to thank you for your support.  Without your support, large or 
small, the Philippine Center would not have become a reality. The Center has gone 
through the first phase of renovations and we have our occupancy permit. It has 
already hosted two FAAP events, and is now the home of the Dance Troupe. We are 
now in the planning stage of our second phase of renovations that will include a 
commercial kitchen, Philippine library and cultural exhibit, repair and painting of  
the parking lot, and replacing ceiling tile and windows. These capital improvement 
projects will begin as funds become available.

We are also developing  and pursuing plans to generate funds to cover the Center’s 
operating costs. These costs have been somewhat higher than expected, but we feel 
confident that in the coming months, we will have a better handle and control of 
these costs.

In the meantime,  as we progress through the learning curve as a new property 
owner, we would like to ask for your donation or pledge for the next year or two, 
at the most. Your donation or pledge of $25, $50, $75, $100 a month or whatever 
amount, will have a great impact on operation. Any leftover funds will be applied 
to capital improvement projects. In this regard, we are happy to inform you that 
we have secured a matching fund of up to $5,000 for any amount  donated or 
pledged between now and the end of the year.

If  you want to donate or pledge, please inform any of the following people: Fanny 
Spanos, Tom Smith, Becky Quemado, Jaime Abola, or Jun Calejesan. As always, 
thank you for your help.

Fanny Spanos
President
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Congratulations!

DIDIT

•  Aubrie Knapp: from Pine Richland High School
to Pace University in New York City to study Musical Theater

• Leryl Arboleda : from Brentwood High School
to CCAC to study Nursing

• Sarah Umandap: from Shaler High School to
University of Texas to study Public Health

• Mark Legnine: from Penn Hills High School
to Duquesne University

• Kayla Nicole Novak: Bach of Arts in Broadcast Production
& Media Management, Point Park University

• Alexander Anthony Grubbs : Bachelor of Arts in Broadcasting,
Magna Cum laude,  Point Park University
• Mariah Berman: Duquesne University

• Joshua Tarun: Electrical Engineering minor in Computer Science,
Lehigh University. Will work for Lutron, an advanced

light technology company
• Yani Quemado : Music, Vanderbilt University

• Joseph Justin Yano II : Bachelor of Arts in Cell/Molecular Biology
and Music with a Chemistry minor, Summa Cum laude, Washington
& Jefferson University. Will work in research at NIH in Wash D. C.
• Michael Andrew Yano: Computer Aided Drafting and Design,
Pgh Technical College. Currently works for Solar Innovations.

• Kiana del Grosso : Biochemistry and M.S. in
Forencics Science and Law, Duquesne University

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
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In the first quarter issue, we featured the first of three pillar committees that define the mission of the FAAP - the Cultural Committee.  As planned, we now 
feature the second pillar committee, the Charity Committee. It is our hope that better familiarity with these committees will encourage more participation among 
our readers.

As with the previous issue, the subject of the Philippine Center is at center stage. We hope that after you read the sections on the “President’s Message” and 
“Committees in Action”, your takeaways will include among other things : (1) owning our own Philippine Center would not have been possible without  the 
dedication and support of our donors and volunteers; (2) the FAAP Board is addressing organizational structure related to proper management of the Center; 
(3) as first time owner going through the learning process of running a facility like this, and as we continue to develop plans – i.e repairs and capital 
improvements -  to convert our fixer-upper to the facility that will serve the purposes that we always envisioned , there are still plenty of challenges ahead.
  
Going forward, this Newsletter will continue to provide update of the Philippine Center. As we enjoy and devote time and effort to run our facility, let’s not forget 
however that
the Center is not the end in itself, but rather it is meant to improve our ability to serve our mission through the works of our pillar committees.

Finally, calling your attention to our  PERSONAL section, we wish to extend a warm welcome to our New Members and our congratulations to our Graduates, 
even as we remember and offer our condolence to the relatives and friends of the people who just left us.

A warm WELCOME
to the FAAP family to

new members:

•  Family of Grace Mitch
•  Family of Ronald Purisima
•  Family of Rita Molyneaux

•  Family of Ruby Moore
•  Student Isabelle Sattler

5050- Anniversary -

Past FAAP Board Members
and Presidents

Jun & Cynthia Calejesan
to celebrate their

50th Wedding Anniversary
in the Philippines
on June 17, 2018.

•  Sherlita Opriasa  Artim of North Versailles, PA : 
died March 24, 2018, age 58 yrs. Beloved wife of Garry 
Artim Sr and mother of Jeff, Tom, Steven, and Gary Jr.

•  Gerry Eudela of General Santos City, Philippines: 
died April 22, 2018, age 60 yrs old. Beloved brother of 
FAAP President Fanny Eudela Spanos.

•  Gloria Lamperski of Pittsburgh, PA:  died May 22, 
2018. She is survived by husband Dr. Curtis 
Lamperski, daughter Minda, son Andrew, and five 
grandchildren. The family was very active in the 
SPNP/FAAP during the 90’s and early 2000’s. Both 
Minda and Andrew were active in the Dance Troupe 
and YFAP. Andrew is a past YFAP President.
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