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M E S S A G E
We are almost at the end of another 

year.   I would like to thank all our 

benefactors, donors and volunteers, for 

their generosity and time commitment 

to our organization.

As I prepare to leave my post as FAAP 

President for the last two years, I look 

back with pride and gratitude. There is 

much to be proud and thankful for the 

things we have accomplished together.

Our pillar committees – Charity, 

Education, and Culture – have 

continued to thrive as they fulfill the 

mission of preserving, promoting, and 

perpetuating our culture. We brought to reality the Philippine 

Nationality Room at the University of Pittsburgh, a project that the 

FAAP initiated in 2000. Finally, for the past two years, we have 

shown that as an organization, we are able to operate our own 

Philippine Center, a 40 year dream that was brought to fruition by 

the previous administration. More challenges are ahead as we 

continue to add capital improvements to the Center, but with 

everybody’s help we are confident of our continued success.

The most important thing to keep in mind is for us all, especially 

our officers and board of directors, to work together for the 

greatest good of our organization. Despite our differences, we 

should cooperate and support each other. Let us stay focused on 

our common goal which is to advance the mission of FAAP. 

Teamwork, trust, and respect for each other, are vital. Let us 

remember those who began our organization by honoring and 

respecting them. Without their continued support and dedication , 

we would not be where we are today.

Again, let me thank all of you who have welcomed and supported 

me throughout my two year term. I will always remember the 

kindness and generosity of volunteers and friends. Please accept 

my gratitude for all your trust and confidence in me.

Let us all continue and support our beloved FAAP for the coming 

year and for years to come.

Happy Thanksgiving and see you at the Christmas Party on Dec. 

14 at the Philippine Center. Bring your family and friends to enjoy 

the spirit of Christmas.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

Maraming Salamat and May God Bless us all!

Fanny D. Eudela Spanos

FAAP President 2018-2019
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3Q FAAP Board Mtg.
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First and foremost, many thanks to all the people who came to 
the picnic and volunteered to lend their helping hands and 
precious time to make this fun-filled event a great success. As 
always, your presence and help make the difference.

Special thanks to Tom & Joji Smith for leading the planning and 
preparation of those sumptuous Filipino foods like pancit, pakbit, 
lumpia, lechon kawali, adobo and more that everyone got to eat 
and enjoy.  Needless to say, everything was perfectly cooked 
and served with the help of the following people in the kitchen : 
Nancy, Marina, Norie, Yasmin, Delphina, and Sheila.  We can 
not forget Lani and Tim who were in charge of the refreshing 
Halo-halo; muchisima gracias.

More thanks to the Sports Committee led by Mark and Irna 
Knapp who did an excellent job in handling the Volleyball and 
Basketball Tournaments. Worth noting was the group of Filipino 
priests from Greensburg who came to play in the basketball 
tourney. As Mark puts it – “The priests even had their own 
uniforms imported from the Philippines and a couple of ringers I 
think. But despite the obvious thought that God was on their 
side, they lost. Or maybe they lost purposely? Or maybe God 
isn't on any basketball team's side? Oh that's a theological 
debate for another time. What's important is all had good time 
and bridges were built for the future.” It was clear that every 
player - old and new - had a blast and relaxing workout.

A picnic is not just all about Foods and fun games. We would like to 
thank the other people such as Jaime and Evelyn Abola, Jun and 
Cynthia Calejesan, Teodora Schipper, Allan Novak, Becky Quemado, 
Melody Mendoza and many more for helping take care of a lot of 
important activities like the election, distribution of Induction Ball 
tickets, Membership and Guest Registration and other.  Since the 
PICNIC event was also a Cultural Appreciation day, a Philippine 
Cultural performance  was in order.  Thanks to Lillian and Jae for the 
very well choreograph dances of Muslim, Malong, and Itik- itik by the 
YFAP/FAAP dance troupe. Let us not forget Marie and Rowena for 
managing the field activities.  Kids and adults alike had such an 
amazing time playing the parlor games and participating in the 
singing contest. Finally, the event would have been impossible to 
carry out without the sound system of our DJ Christian Roylo.

Last but definitely not the least , we wish to recognize our FAAP 
president Fanny Spanos for her unceasing efforts in putting 
everything together.  

We know that there are names that we forgot to mention. Always 
know that we are forever grateful and thankful to all of you for 
helping and coming to the picnic.  We hope to see you again during 
next year's annual picnic.

By Sheila Worthington



On July 20, 2019, the community celebrated the second annual 
Multi-Cultural Event held at the newly renovated Mercedes and 
Enrique Quinto Stage at the Philippine Center. The audience regaled 
in the various performances from the Filipinos, Bhutanese, Indian, 
and the Chinese community groups. It was an entertaining event 
from the adorable Indian twins sharing their gift of visual art to the 
breathtaking dance exhibition of the Chinese lion.

The event was organized by the Filipino-American Association of 
Pittsburgh’s Multi-Cultural Event Committee and was hosted by Mrs. 
Cynthia Calejesan. The performances included: Champa Phuyel 
from the Bhutanese Dance Group with the direction of Khara 
Timsina; a solo Hindu dance by Sarmi Biswas; the Bollywood fusion 
group dance by the Pittsburgh Area Telagu Association; a live 
painting session by the twins Kavya and Oviya Yuvaraj from India; 
several traditional Indian dances by the Nandinik Dance Company; 
the Chinese Lion Dance by the Steel Dragon Martials Arts Group ; a 
Filipino song performance by Gabrielle Young; and numerous 
intermittent dance performances by our very own FAAP Dance 
troupe with the direction of Lillian Stefanick.

Indeed, all the performers may be from different countries but they 
all share the same vision of passing the knowledge of their culture to 
the future generations, and showcasing the best part of it to their 
neighbors. It was an inspiring event and we look forward to more 
occasions to celebrate with our diverse community in Pittsburgh. 

By: Maria Bucao-Walker

2019 Multicultural Event:

We Celebrate as One

RACE REPORT OF THE

12th FAAP FALL CLASSIC
By Mark & Irna Knapp

The 12th running of the FAAP FALL CLASSIC was an outstanding 
success!  The weather was perfect, and the spirit of the event shown 
through on the smiles of the runners and the volunteers. All three 
races, the 5K the 10K and the 20k had record numbers of runners 
and the funds raised broke previous records. We had runners from 8 
states and as far away as Hew Hampshire!  This race has primarily 
benefitted the Queen of Peace Children’s Home in Naga City, 
Philippines.

This year new course records were set in the 20k with Dan Goldstein 
completing the course in 1 hour and 27 minutes and 16 seconds, 
and Hayley Davis set a new the female record at 1:37:06! Special 
mention should be given to Jimmie Couch who at 13 is the youngest 
runner to take on the 20k and finished 7th overall. (see picture) The 
10k had several new age group course records set this year as well.
 
The event also featured homemade Filipino food that the runners 
and volunteers just rave over each year and some have said they 
come just to taste the wonderful dishes!  Finally, the FAAP Dance 
Troupe again performed with style and grace.  

Locally and now regionally, this race’s reputation has grown and 
fulfilled it’s mission to demonstrate the three pillars of the FAAP, 
Culture, Charity and Education.  Thank you to all who volunteer, race 
and support this longstanding and important FAAP Event.  Next year 
the race will be on September 13th, so mark your calendars and see 
you at the start!



Nominations and Elections Committee (Chair: Jun Calejesan)

The slate of nine candidates recommended by the Board was voted 

into office during the last elections held during the Aug 11 PICNIC.  

Serving for the two year term 2020 & 2021 are the following elected 

Board members: Jaime Abola, Junriz de los Santos, Irna de Leon 

Knapp, Lani Mears, Don Michael Mendoza, Becky Quemado, 

Carmen Shively, Joji Smith, and Teodora Schipper Speer.

Also approved by the membership were the seven proposed 

amendments recommended by the Board. All said amendments are 

directed towards improving operations of the FAAP.

Cultural Committee (Chair : Fanny Spanos)

The committee reported the following performances by the Dance 

Troupe during the 3rd quarter as well as the remaining performances 

scheduled for the rest of the year:

• July 9 First Filipino maas at the Diocese of Greensburg

• July 20 Multicultural Show at the FAAP Philippine Center

• August 11 FAAP Annual PICNIC and Elections

• August 15 Mckeesport International Village Festival

• Sept 8 FAAP Annual Fall Classic

• Oct 19 63rd FAAP Annual Induction Ball

• Nov 9 Pittsburgh Ballroom night

• Dec 7 Dance for Cure for the American Cancer Society

• Dec 14 FAAP Annual Christmas Party

Education Committee (Chair : Becky Quemado)

At the 4Q Board meeting, the committee presented a preliminary 

verbal proposal to donate to the scholarship fund of Emilia Founda-

tion, a 10 year old non-profit working in the Philippines.

The foundation has a vision that “every rural household will have at 

least one family member who has gone beyond high school to 

continue his/her education into a vocational, agricultural, business or 

professional career” and the mission “to make quality education 

available to children of rural areas as a way of improving their way of 

life, their family and community. Bo. Balading in Malinao, Albay is 

serving as a model project of the Foundation.

The committee hopes to present a formal proposal for Board approval 

at its 1Q 2020 Board meeting in January.

Finance Committee (Chair :  Jun Calejesan)

The committee is in the process of putting together an FAAP Manual 

of Operations that will consolidate and update into one document all 

Board approved policies and procedures – existing as well as new 

ones. The manual will include a section related to financial matters, 

which the Finance Committee will be responsible for.

YFAP Committee ( Chair : Rowena Lavador)

2019 Christmas Caroling is scheduled for December 6, 13, 20, and 

21.

Youth President Jaimee Cabili presented its 2020 plan of activities as 

follows:

• Feb 8 Valentines Party ( includes Mr & Ms/Mr & Mrs Valentine 

fundraising contest)

• Spring Educational Trip to D. C. or /and Canada

Sports & Recreation Committee (Chair: Irna Knapp)

The committee has presented its tentative plan of activities for 2020 

as follows:

• Jan 4 Cavalier Basketball game & R/T bus to Cleveland.  Meet 1sr 

Fil-Am NBA player.

• Feb 4 -9 Miss Saigon. No date selected yet; Obtain discounted 

tickets.

• Sept 13 13th FAAP Annual Fall Classic Race

TBA Volleyball and Basketball Tourneys at the Annual FAAP PICNIC

Philippine Center (Facilities Manager: Tom Smith)

Accomplished for the period:

• Parking lot was sealed

• Building was pressure washed and parking lot side was painted

Current needs and challenges:

• Gutters need cleaned

• Commercial kitchen plan back to the drawing board. Search for a 

general contractor has been unsuccessful so far. The search is 

continuing.

• Another building cleanup day needs to be scheduled.

COMMITTEES IN ACTION

It’s the time of the year when ghouls, goblins  and ghosts take center stage as the Filipino American Association of Pittsburgh 

held its  Annual Halloween Party last October 26, 2019 at the Philippine Center. Kids and kids at heart came in their fa-boo-lous 

Halloween costumes. There were a good number of animals, superheroes, cartoon and scary movie characters, and even a 

witch from the islands in attendance during the night. Prizes were given to those who were voted to have best costume in kids 

and adult and categories. The best kid’s costume went to the “Tuxedo Fox” (Justin Worthington for girl’s category) and the 

“Clown” (Preston Mears for boy’s category) while the best adult costume went to “Wonderwoman” (Gilda Ramos). And to 

complete the night, everybody partook in a scrumptious Filipino buffet dinner.

Did you know that the Philippines has its own version of Halloween? The Filipino holiday equivalent for 

Halloween is All Saints Day, celebrated every first of November. It is deeply rooted in the Catholic tradition of 

praying for their departed loved ones. Back in the days, they practice of “pangangaluluwa”, which is 

basically a group of people stopping by different houses in the neighborhood signing and asking for alms 

and prayers. By tradition, they symbolize those souls who are stuck in purgatory and is asking for 

prayers.

HALLOWEEN 2019:
Spook-tacular Night

at FAAP!
 By Ivy Melgarejo



Every year, the Induction Ball is an opportunity for 

Filipinos from across southwestern Pennsylvania to 

reunite and celebrate the past, present and future of 

FAAP. On October 19, 2019, FAAP hosted its 63rd 

Annual Induction Ball at the DoubleTree Hotel in 

Monroeville. Emcees for the evening were Osorio 

“Jun” and Cynthia Calejesan. Outgoing President 

Fanny Spanos gave parting words to sum up her 

term as the leader of FAAP, and incoming President 

Evelyn Abola delivered remarks ushering in her 

tenure as President in 2020.

Incoming officers and board members for 2020 

were sworn in, and two special people were 

recognized that evening - Father Manny Gelido and 

Teodora Gaite Schipper, former President of the 

FAAP, board member and chair of the fundraising 

committee. FAAP recognized Fr. Manny’s dedication 

of his time and effort to bring together FAAP, PAMS 

and PAPAGP to complete the Philippine Nationality 

Room, which recently opened to the public this past 

June. Teodora was awarded for her long-standing 

commitment to the Filipino community in 

Pittsburgh and her extraordinary efforts raising 

thousands of dollars for the organization. In part, 

her fundraising contributed to the purchase of the 

building for the Philippine Center, the building’s 

repairs and the center’s ongoing project of raising 

funds for capital improvements.

The final awardees of the evening were the two 

recipients of the Simplicio Maramba Scholarship, 

Jaimee Cabilli, also incoming YFAP President, and 

Janneselle Nicole Umalin. Both demonstrated 

excellence inside and outside of the classroom to 

earn the scholarship which will help them to attend 

college

The night continued with three phenomenal dances 

performed by the FAAP’s dance troupe, each 

representing a region of the Philippines. Mark and 

Irna Knapp performed the La Jota Pangasinan to 

represent Luzon, Lynn Calejesan Levinger and Jae 

Villao performed the Kuratsa to represent Visayas, 

and Marie Claire Rethage and Jason Chan performed 

the Paunjalai to represent Mindanao.

Then it was the audience’s turn to take the dance 

floor, ending the evening with joyful celebration. 

The Annual Induction ball commemorates not only 

the leaders of the FAAP, but the enduring legacy of 

the Filipino American community in Pittsburgh. 

Without all the hard work of each member in their 

own way, our community would not be as 

successful and thriving as it is today.

faap
63rd induction ball 

 By Hannah Locop
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MARIA LOURDES YANO of 3636 Valewood Dr., 

Munhall, PA, passed away on Oct 26, 2019 in the 

Philippines. Born in Bulacan, Philippines on Jan 

31,1965, she is survived by husband Michael Yano and 

sons Jason 24, and Mike 22.

The FAAP wishes to offer its prayers and heartfelt 

condolence to the family. 

Y F A P  C O RNE R  :
2 0 1 9  C H R I S T MA S  CA RO L I NG

by Jaimee Cabili

Happy Holidays!
This Christmas season the YFAP (Young Filipino Americans of Pittsburgh) are raising 
funds for their educational trip as well as a youth charity in the Philippines, The Queen 
Mary of Heaven Missionary. They are doing a selfless job of rescuing, rehabilitating, and 
educating women and children who were victims of prostitution. With the help of 
generous donors such as you, this charity provides victims with a life of safety and 
opportunity.

As caroling has always been a cornerstone of the Filipino Christmas tradition, we would 
love to have the privilege of singing for you and all in your company at your home. If your 
family celebrates a different holiday at this time of the year, we would be delighted to sing 
any songs special to your family’s traditions. Our carolers are available December 6, 13, 
20, and 21. Please let us know which time in the evening is most convenient for you. If 
you would like to refer us to any other families in your area, we would be more than 
happy to carol for them as well. The YFAP members will be accompanied by their parents 
during all caroling dates. We look forward to bringing Filipino Christmas classics to your 
home during this holiday season and welcome you to send us any special song requests 
you may desire.

Feel free to contact us using the details below. Thank you in advance for your generosity, 
consideration, and support of our organization and its charities. We wish you the best of 
the holiday season! Maligayang pasko sa inyong lahat at maraming salamat po!

Sincerely,
Jaimee Cabili, YFAP President - 2019-2020 (jaimeecabili26@gmail.com) - 412-818-9185 
Rowena Lavador, YFAP Youth Chair (inday.rheyna79@gmail.com)

As we approach the end of another year, I wish to 

thank the Newsletter staff for putting in the hours 

and dedication to get each of  the issues out.

I wish to offer special thanks to Theresa Dzugan 

for taking complete charge of the graphics, layout, 

and getting each issue ready for print and online 

distribution. Needless to say, she has made the 

job of this editor so much easier for the last two 

years.

As we exit 2019, and  enter year 2020, the 

Newsletter Staff joins the rest of FAAP in thanking 

Fanny Spanos for her service as President of the 

FAAP during the last two years 2018 & 2019 and 

welcome incoming President Evelyn Abola. But 

before the baton is passed, let us all come 

together and enjoy our final family event – the 

annual FAAP Christmas Party. See you all at the 

Philippine Center on December 14.

MESSAGE FROM

THE EDITOR

• Nickeleson Sharome & Family
• Abbey Perez-Stoyer and Family
• Fe Boa and Family
• Melanie Ubando and Family
• Remie Joy Lanada and Family
• Lolita Prina and Family

•Benjamin & Doryn Frisch and Family
• Annaliza and Lito Rayo and Family
• Maeah Salud /Leo Ferraro Family
• Liza & Virgilio Diaz and Family
• Jeremy Espino 

Panalo – He (she) won

Patimpalak - contest

Pangulo - president

Ang – the

Ng – of

Sa – of; the

Panalo ang pangulo ng FAAP sa patimpalak

(The  president  of FAAP was the winner of the contest)

SALITANG FILIPINO



FAAP PHILIPPINE CENTER
200 Church St, West Mifflin
PA 15122

We also have Zumba Hiphop 1 hr session from  1:00 

to 2:00 pm before our Dance practice starts. It is free. 

We invite everyone to come and join us.

Upcoming Dance Troupe performance : Dec. 14 at the 

FAAP Christmas party.

The committee wants to express its gratitude to all our 

dancers, parents and volunteers for their dedication 

and commitment. Special thanks to our Artistic 

Director, Lilian Stefanick ;  our Dance director Jae 

Villao;  and our Junior Dance Instructors, Jason Chan 

and Claire Rethage.

We invite everybody of all ages,

to join our Dance Troupe,

learn Filipino Folk dances and

meet new friends and kababayan.

It is free to join, we just need your

commitment and dedication.

Costumes are provided.

We meet every Sunday

from 2:30 to 5:00 

at the Philippine Center.


